THE EMPIRE OF THE RUSSIAN
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Chapter I
FOUNDING OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE

1. THE RUSSIAN STATE AT THE END OF THE 17TH CENTURY

The Backwardness of the Russian State. The backwardness of
tsarist Russia became particularly noticeable at the beginning of the
17tn century, and was chiefly the result of the unfavourable exter-
nal political conditions under which the country developed. Eussia
was frequently attacked by foreign enemies who plundered and devas-
tated the country and sometimes ruled it for long periods. Thus, the
iatar-Mongolian yoke lasted over 240 years (1237-1480); Turkey
dominated_the Black Sea and Azov coast for almost 340 years (1476-
A }' j Dg Russia>s access to the southern seas; Russia was block-
aded and cut off from the Baltic Sea for over 140 years (1561-1703).
intervention by Poland, Sweden and Rome (1604-1618) also retard-
ed the country's development.

The wars with Poland and Sweden'in the 17th century clearly
demonstrated the economic, military and cultural backwardness of
tie Kussian state as compared with the countries of Western Europe.
Kussia.had no large industries and was obliged to import extensively
from Holland and England, a circumstance which was extremely
embarrassing in times of war. The Thirty Years' War in Germany
and! the wars of LQUJS XIV had greatly stimulated the development
of European military technique artillery and military engineering,
as well as army organization training and combat methods. The
Kussian troops, which still consisted largely of levies drawn from the
nobility, _were poorly armed, employed outworn tactics, and were
deficient in manoeuvring on the field. The Streltsi and even the regi-